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Here’s NEWS that really STINKS! 
[image: image2]
Sewage Spills do happen—even in Nassau County, one of the wealthiest counties in the nation.  Since 2001 there have been hundreds of violations at our area's sewage treatment plants that dump into our bays and oceans.  AND YOU WERE NEVER TOLD!  
 Question:
Do you know when you’re swimming or fishing in sewage?

 Answer:
NO…you will not be told.

If you don’t believe this, call your local Nassau County Legislator. Ask why they are allowing your children’s health to be placed at risk.  Demand that they support the NASSAU COUNTY RIGHT TO KNOW – SPILL BILL, the public notification legislation that has been sitting on Legislator Peter Schmitt’s desk since April 2011.  That’s nearly half a year ago! And nothing yet has been done to protect the tax-paying citizens of Nassau County.

          If you’re mad enough to do something about this, 

                      Here’s what to do……
Call your local Nassau County Legislator…to find out who he or she is please go to this web site www.nassaucountyny.gov/agencies/Legis/ . (Click on “Who Is My Legislator?”)  See if they support the “Spill Bill” and will they help advance it to become a law. Then call Legislator Peter Schmitt’s office at 516-571-6212 and ask him to please protect you and your family’s health and help put the “Spill Bill” into law. Your phone call might be the one that gets this done so please give them a call and help get this common sense legislation in place to protect our families…Thanks
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FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC REASONS THIS NEWS LETTER WILL BE PUBLISHED AS NEEDED TO KEEP YOU INFORMED.


PLEASE BE SURE WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO STAY INFORMED.





Skipper's Log… Congratulation folks, we did it!     


In our 21st year we cracked the 1 million pound mark of trash removed from the south shore bays and oceans. Last year we finished with around 950 thousand pounds of trash removed and just using the trash removed totals from our annual spring clean up and our Great South Bays Societies clean up we had 26 thousand pounds right there.  With our 6 boats going out all over the south shore from East Rockaway to Fire Island we most likely cracked the 1 million pound mark sometime in mid July. After the12 inch rain storm followed by Hurricane Irene all reports from Captains and crews are that the bays are trashed badly … again.  


Not sure if we all can really fathom what we together have accomplished but it sure sounds impressive. Now don’t go straining your arm patting yourself on the back but please take a moment and really think about and imagine what this means. It means that there really was 1 million pounds of garbage out there to pick up and how in God’s not so green earth did we let it get there in the first place? Never mind that, what really matters is… it was there, and through all of the hard work of our Splash boat Captains, crews and many supporters, it’s not there anymore!  Now you can toot your horn if you wish and that would be well deserved, but there’s still a lot to be done. In the past 21 years we have made a tremendous difference in the way the bays and oceans are treated and you can’t put a price tag on that. It is through our all-volunteer experience and efforts that this has happened.


The only way to explain how something this tremendous happens is that people really do care and are willing to sacrifice a heck of a lot of time, energy and yes, money to make this happen. Trying to put this in to perspective for what we accomplished we can use this analogy….The largest creature that swims all of the oceans is a blue whale.  It can reach over 100 feet in length and weigh up wards of 200 thousand pounds. With all of our efforts we have saved 5 blue whales worth of trash from the oceans and bays along with thousands of sea creatures lives from the possibly death by plastics fate they could have succumb to had we not been able to keep our boats and volunteers on the water. When I see the pictures and read the logbooks from our boats I think of this quote from President Theodore Roosevelt using a boxing analogy that fits our SPLASH people to a tee… “It’s not the critics who count, not the man who points out how the strong man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the people who are actually in the arenas; whose faces are marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strive valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again; who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions and spends themselves in a worthy cause.”





Sea ya on the water…Rob
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OPERATION SPLASH….TRYING TO PUT OURSELVES OUT OF BUSINESS FOR 21 YEARS





Mark Your Calendar for 2012 Meetings


For more information on protecting our Long Island environment, join us for our monthly meeting which meet every 1st Tuesday of the month from February through November.  All are welcome.  Volunteers wanted, make a SPLASH!


December 6th  (Holiday Party)...Tis’ the season...Can you believe it!!


It is almost that time of the year as we celebrate another Splash filled holiday season.  We are preparing for the holiday party which means raffles - raffles and more raffles.  This is a super fundraiser for Splash and helps offset the cost of the holiday party.   If anyone is a business owner - knows business owners - restaurant owners - willing to donate prizes - gift certificates - anything we can raffle...  BRING IT ON!!  Please let me know if you are interested in helping out. The more the merrier. I will keep an ongoing list as to not ask the same establishment.  Please send me an e-mail at �HYPERLINK "mailto:stefaniescherner@hotmail.com"�stefaniescherner@hotmail.com� “Subject: Raffle helper” or call the Splash hotline 516 378 4770 with your info.





Last year we had over 100 raffle prizes. Raffles are a huge money maker which helps offset the cost of the party. So, let’s go to it!  


Thank you


Chief Raffle Queen Stefanie


 


Anyone interested in volunteering for these events please call the SPLASH hotline. (516) 378-4770





Meetings held first Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM at 


Freeport Recreation Center


130 East Merrick Road


Freeport, N.Y. 11520


(516) 378-4770


Visit our new updated Web Site �HYPERLINK "http://www.operationsplash.org"�www.operationsplash.org�  and follow us on Twitter





Operation SPLASH


PO Box 228


Freeport, NY 11520








SPLASH is an all-volunteer Not-for-profit organization





OUR MISSION: To provide a solution to the growing problem of waterfront pollution through public education and individual participation.
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Tel. #: 516-378-4770


www.operationsplash.org


operationsplash@optonline.net


 





NONPROFIT ORG


US POSTAGE PAID


FREEPORT, NY


PERMIT NO. 30





We would like to add a really big thank you to Louis Kimmelman for managing our web site and all of our technical issues!





Having trouble thinking of gifts for friends and family this holiday season?  Well how about a SPLASH membership as a great gift idea. Just make a donation to Operation SPLASH and not only will the person receive a beautiful card with their membership from you but you will also be helping to restore and protect our wonderful bays and oceans. Have a great holiday season from all of us at Operation SPLASH.





We would like to thank all of the volunteers that showed up and helped out at this year’s many events that we must attend in order get our waters healthy again. Those of you who attended the festivals know that we do have quite a bit of fun at these events as well as spread the SPLASH word and gain many new members. And, we’ve had many press conferences and other important meetings that our elected officials hold have attended. It’s always impressive to look out over the crowd and observe a sea of SPLASHERS wearing their best SPLASH attire. It means a lot to all of us that work so hard and I know that it definitely catches our elected official eyes. So thanks again folks and when we ask for your support, please do the best you can to show up even if it’s just for a few minutes… You really do matter!





SUPPORT OUT TROOPS AND RECYCLE!!! Recycling saves our country precious oil.  It takes 65% less energy to produce paper products using recycled paper instead of from trees. Recycling 1 plastic bottle save us enough energy to light a 60 watt light bulb for 6 hours and recycling 1 pound of steel will keep that same 60 watt light bulb lit for 24 hours.





Speaking of being Patriotic…Here are some web sites where you can go and purchase many items made in the Good Old USA. Please give ’em a try this holiday season…


www.usa@usaonlystore.net, �HYPERLINK "http://www.usab2c.com"�www.usab2c.com�, �HYPERLINK "http://www.madeinusa.org"�www.madeinusa.org� and www.madeinusaforever.com




















TEAR OFF THIS SECTION AND ATTACH YOUR DUES TO IT.  PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY





NAME:______________________________________ADDRESS_________________________________________





Tel. #:______________________________________	                _________________________________________





E-Mail_____________________________________





Please check off any activity you would like to volunteer for and call for more information:


	


BOAT TRIPS	FESTIVALS AND SPECIAL EVENTS


FUND RAISING	PUBLIC RELATIONS


EDUCATIONAL PRESENTATIONS





Please support us by becoming a member.  You will be helping us make a positive difference for future generations.  





Annual dues are $10.00 for individuals or $15.00 for families.  Lifetime individual or family membership is $100.00.  





Visit us at �HYPERLINK "http://www.operationsplash.org"�www.operationsplash.org�





Dear  SPLASH members, 


The educational section of SPLASH is going very well.  I have gotten a few members to help me do speaking programs and that's a huge help.  Thanks to Uncle Jerry, Divorah and Snowball for helping me out.  It has been a wonderfully productive year.  We have spoken to well over a thousand people and gotten many to become members.  The power point presentation has been well received from school age kids to seniors.  If anybody knows of other groups that would like to have our SPLASH presentation given let us know.  Thanks again for a wonderful season and looking ahead in 2012.  All the sea creatures really thank you for your help and support


Capt. Don








